	 
 
	Minutes of a meeting of High Stoy Parish Council Held at The Friary 
	 
	

	
	At 7:00pm on Tuesday 9th September 2025 
	
	

	 
	In attendance: 
Councillors — C Summerell, Chairman. 
D Gordge. D Griffin. C Clough. P Damon.
Clerk - C J Cook 
Members of the Public—J Damon. 
	 
	

	1 
	Apologies for Absence: 
P Rowland, Vice-Chairman.
C Kippax – Dorset Councillor
D Whiteoak – A member of the public who reports on Footpaths

	 
	

	2 
	Registers of Interest of Parish Council Members (current meeting): 
There were no declarations of interest. 



	 
	

	3
	Public Discussion Period
There were no matters raised under this heading.
	
	

	4
	Minutes of last meeting: 

The Chairman proposed and it was unanimously agreed to accept the minutes as a true and fair record of the last meeting. The Chairman signed the minutes accordingly.

	

	5
	Matters arising from the last meeting, not on this agenda:

None were raised.
	

	6
	Highway Matters:

6.1 No new matters had been reported by members of the public. 
6.2 The Clerk reported that in most cases Dorset Council had acknowledged the complaint and promised correction works would take place in August this year. 
Cllr. Gordge reported that Dorset Council had done a good amount of clearing and other work. However, he also reported that the bund they had installed in the road to protect against flooding, was too shallow to be effective. It was agreed that Cllr. Gordge would report to the Clerk as soon as fresh flooding occurred. In turn the Clerk will report to Dorset Council and insist on adequate protection being put in place.
6.3 Matters completed had already been notified to Councillors.
6.4 The Clerk reminded the council that all planned road closures were reported to the councillors as soon as they were notified to the Clerk. 
6.5 All faults reported had been on notification from Parish Councillors. 
6.6 The Chairman and Clerk informed the meeting that the proposed traffic warning signs had now been ordered. The intention was to place a single pole with 2 signs attached to each, at either end of Hermitage. The signs would be warning of pedestrians and of horses.
6.7 The Clerk informed the meeting that the salt bin was, at last, in place at the bottom end of Great Head Lane. Questions were asked and answered as to responsibility for ensuring the Parish Council’s bins were kept topped up.

	

	7
	Footpath Matters
In the absence of Mr Whiteoak, Mr J Damon was able to pass on the message from Mr Whiteoak that there were no footpath matters to be brought to the meeting.


	

	8
	Planning Matters
a) The Clerk reported that no decision had yet been made by Dorset Council on the application for a 2 storey extension at Osmond Farm.
b) The Clerk advised that the date for comments had passed but that no date had yet been set for a decision on the application for a change of use on the land next to Hermitage Village Hall.
c) The Clerk drew the attention of Councillors to a couple of applications that had been approved for Church Farm, Hilfield.

Cllr. Clough also reported to the meeting on a discussion she attended, run by Dorset Council, on the new local plan and its impact locally. She stated that the interactive website presentation provided by Dorset Council was slow to respond and not user friendly. It was agreed that the Director of Planning should be informed of this Parish Council’s concern on these issues.

	

	9
	Financial Matters
9.1 The account balance was accepted and agreed.
9.2 The items for payment were approved.
9.3 Accounts for the year to date were accepted and approved.
9.4 The Clerk reported that there had been no requests from any member of the public under the “Exercise of Public Rights“ in relation to the 2024-2025 AGAR.

	

	10
	New I.T. Policy
It was unanimously agreed that the Clerk would draft a new I.T. Policy, based on the draft provide by DAPTC. This would then be circulated to Councillors for final approval.

	

	11
	DAPTC Parish Council Survey
The Chairman outlined the purpose and intent of this exercise. He further asked Councillors to feed back to him and to the Clerk, Councillors’ own opinions on the various questions. The Chairman also asked the Clerk to respond to those matters that were directed to the Clerk alone.

	

	12
	Correspondence
The Clerk informed the meeting that the only correspondence received was a questionnaire from SSEN that he had completed and returned.

	

	13
	Other Information
The Chairman asked and the meeting agreed to record the passing of Joyce Chutter and Marilyn Pelling. It was agreed that formal condolences would be sent by the Parish Council to Dave Chutter and to Graeme Pelling.

	

	14
	Next Meeting
It was agreed that the next meeting would be at Hermitage Village Hall on Monday the 1st December.



	


 
