	 
 
	Minutes of a meeting of High Stoy Parish Council Held at The Friary 
	 
	

	
	At 7:00pm on Monday 1st December 2025 
	
	

	 
	In attendance: 
Councillors — C Summerell, Chairman. P. Rolland, Deputy Chairman,
D Gordge. C Clough. P Damon.
Clerk - C J Cook .
C Kippax – Dorset Councillor
Members of the Public—J Damon. D Whiteoak

	 
	

	1 
	Apologies for Absence: 
D Griffin

	 
	

	2 
	Registers of Interest of Parish Council Members (current meeting): 
There were no declarations of interest. 
	 
	

	3
	Public Discussion Period
Dorset Councillor Kippax covered a range of matters from the County’s discussions and activities. He reported that the Dorset Council members expressed their disappointment at the budget statement, believing that, once again, rural communities are being left behind in favour of urban areas. Further disappointment arose as a consequence of the earlier rejection of the Wessex devolution proposal, in that only Mayors of devolved areas can raise the ne tourism levy. For Dorset especially, not being able to is a considerable loss. Dorset Councillors also made the more general point that Dorset residents already pay more and receive much less than urban councils. 82% of Dorset Council’s funding come from Council Tax.
Councillor Kippax invited views from the parish councillors on bus services or rather the lack thereof, other than the once-a-week charity run service to Leigh and some neighbouring villages.
The next topic Dorset Councillor Kippax addressed was affordable housing and the clear need for more as a way perhaps to persuade younger people to stay in Dorset and maybe even to tempt some to move to Dorset.
He also invited ideas for small scale community projects.
The Chairman of the parish council, Councillor Summerell, asked some questions about budgetary control at Dorset Council, in light of recently reported frauds. Dorset Councillor Kippax informed the 
meeting that those involved were all on temporary contracts, were all working on a particular matter and had all been dismissed. 
The Chairman also raised concern on the adequacy of Dorset Council’s annual newspaper. In particular, he drew attention to the lack of any statement from the new C.E.O. The Chairman further pointed out that no information had been forthcoming on the strength of local mobile ‘phone signals despite the expense involved in gathering this information. He further and anyway considered this would be a questionable duplication of information already freely available.
	
	

	4
	Minutes of last meeting: 

The Chairman proposed and it was unanimously agreed to accept the minutes as a true and fair record of the last meeting. The Chairman signed the minutes accordingly.

	

	5
	Matters arising from the last meeting, not on this agenda:

None were raised.

	

	6
	Highway Matters:

6.1 No new matters had been reported by members of the public. 
Mr Whiteoak did now report ruts in the road outside his house. He will send a photo and more details to the clerk for the clerk to lodge a formal request for action with the Dorset Council.
6.2 The Clerk reported that in most cases Dorset Council had acknowledged the complaint and had carried out whatever work had ben promised. Councillors Had been kept informed of progress on all outstanding reports of defects and problems. Councillor Gordge expressed some concern at certain inconsistencies in Dorset Council Highways Department’s approach to dealing with the flooding from the top of New Street in Batcombe.
6.3 Planned road closures had always been notified to councillors as soon as the clerk became aware of them.
6.4 The Clerk reminded the council that all faults were reported to the councillors as soon as they were notified to the Clerk. All faults reported had been on notification from Parish Councillors. 
6.5 The Chairman and Clerk informed the meeting that the proposed traffic warning signs had now been installed. It was generally agreed that the signs looked good and were well sited. 
6.6 Discussion took place about how and when the bins would be filled up in preparation for the onset of snow and ice. The clerk informed the meeting of an email from the Dorset Council Highways Department SBU of their offer to provide the first fills of the season.
	

	7
	Footpath Matters
Mr Damon reported a jammed gate on bridle way N14/4. He further provided the clerk with a duly noted map of the location of the problem. The clerk will in turn report this to the appropriate department in Dorset Council.  
Mr Whiteoak reported no problems with footpaths. Unfortunately, Mr Whiteoak had to resign as the person responsible for footpaths in the parish council’s area. The Chairman thanked him for his contributions so far and wished him well for his new activities.
	

	8
	Planning Matters
8.1 Councillors had all been sent details of the latest decisions of Dorset Council in relation to this application and appeals. Much discussion took place, the outcome of which was that the Chairman would prepare a response to the Planning Committee of Dorset Council. This would then be circulated to other councillors for agreement before being submitted to Dorset Council.
  8.2 No other planning matters were raised.

	

	9
	Financial Matters
9.1 The account balance was accepted and agreed.
9.2 The items for payment were approved.
9.3 Accounts for the year to date were accepted and approved.
9.4 Councillors unanimously agreed to continue the parish council’s membership of the DAPTC. 
9.5 The precept for the year 2026/2027 was agreed to be based on the budget for the year 2026/2027. This amounted to an increase of less than 4% on the precept for 2025/2026.

	

	10
	New I.T. Policy
10.1 It was unanimously agreed that the Clerk would draft a new I.T. Policy, based on the draft provide by DAPTC. This would then be circulated to Councillors for final approval.
10.2 All changes have now been put in place to ensure that the parish council complies with the new item 10 in the future AGARs.

	

	11
	Correspondence
The Clerk informed the meeting no correspondence had been received.

	

	12
	The Chairman announced that there was no further information to report.
	

	13
	Next Meeting
It was agreed that the next meeting would be at 7 p.m. in Hermitage Village Hall on Monday the 2nd March 2026.



	


 
