	 
 
	Minutes of a meeting of High Stoy Parish Council Held at Hermitage Village Hall 
	 
	

	
	At 7:00pm on Monday 2nd March 2026 
	
	

	 
	In attendance: 
Councillors — C Summerell, Chairman. P. Rolland, Deputy Chairman,
D Gordge. C Clough. P Damon. D Griffin.
Clerk - C J Cook.
C Kippax – Dorset Councillor
Members of the Public—J Damon. D Whiteoak

	 
	

	1 
	Apologies for Absence: 
There were none.

	 
	

	2 
	Registers of Interest of Parish Council Members (current meeting): 
There were no declarations of interest. 
	 
	

	3
	Public Discussion Period
Dorset Councillor Kippax reported on the Dorset Council budget, now agreed. The Council Tax increase resulting was at 4.99%. He went on to inform the meeting that 82% of Dorset Council’s funding comes from Council Tax and that this is the direct result of the increasingly small grant from central government. On the plus side, he expressed Dorset Councillors’ relief that the central funding was now known for the 3 years ahead rather than the previous 1 year at a time.
Councillor Kippax advised the meeting that he had arranged a meeting of all the Chairmen of Parish Councils within the Yetminster Ward. He was pleased with the inaugural meeting and intends to convene future meetings on a regular basis. These meetings will be arranged to include also senior officers from Dorset Council so that the Chairmen of the Parish Councils can ask relevant questions directly of those officers.
Councillor Kippax again invited views from the parish councillors on bus services or rather the lack thereof, other than the once-a-week charity run service to Leigh and some neighbouring villages.
Finally, he referred to the Dorset Council’s intention to address economic growth around the county.

	
	

	4
	Minutes of last meeting: 

The Chairman proposed and it was unanimously agreed to accept the minutes as a true and fair record of the last meeting. The Chairman signed the minutes accordingly.

	

	5
	Matters arising from the last meeting, not on this agenda:

None were raised.

	

	6
	Highway Matters:

6.1 No new matters had been reported by members of the public. 
Councillor Damen reported the substantial damage done to Sandy Lane, Hermitage by the constant transit of tractors hauling massive slurry containers. He asked the clerk to lodge a formal request for action with the Dorset Council.
6.2 The Clerk reported that no new repairs had been completed. However, the weather since the last Parish Council meeting had meant that Dorset Council’s focus had rather been on urgent repairs and keeping roads open at all.
6.3 Planned road closures had always been notified to councillors as soon as the clerk became aware of them.
6.4 The Clerk reminded the council that all faults were reported to the councillors as soon as they were notified to the Clerk. All faults reported to Dorset Council had been on notification from Parish Councillors. 
6.5 The Chairman suggested and it was generally agreed that the signs looked good and were well sited. 
6.6 It was agreed that the lack of ice and snow over the winter left all stocks at a reasonable level. The responsible members will continue to monitor levels of salt and ask the Clerk to reorder as and when necessary.
6.7 The Clerk advised the meeting of the current situation around the repair and/or replacement of the damaged posts.
	

	7
	Footpath Matters
Mr Damon reported that all unmade footpaths had suffered due to the non-stop rain throughout January and February. In particular he drew attention to:
Bridleway S31/30 Wilford to Rymehorn
Impassable on foot along most of its length. Made far worse by horses.
Bridleway N14/4 Hermitage Green to Lyons Gate
Church Farm section washed away due to run-off flood water. Princes Wood section cut up by horses and impassable on foot without diverting into the woods.
Bridleway N14/9 Hermitage Village Hall to Holnest
There is a fallen beech tree across the bridleway.

	

	8
	Planning Matters
8.1 and 8.2 P/FUL/2025/06711 Land East of Hermitage Village Hall.
A general expression of astonishment, despair and disappointment greeted the news that the latest planning application had been accepted by Dorset Council. Much discussion followed.
  8.3 Land adjacent to Methodist Chapel
  No new comments were put forward on this application
  8.4 WD/D/19/002710 Land at Long Ash Lane/Wardon Hill
  There was brief discussion on this application to change the use of  
  The Clay Pigeon racetrack and surrounds into a site for    
  hundreds of holiday chalets.   
	

	9
	Financial Matters
9.1 The account balance was accepted and agreed.
9.2 The item for payment were approved.
9.3 Accounts for the year to date were accepted and approved.
9.4 The precept for the year 2026/2027 was agreed at £6,850, an increased of 3.9% on 2025/2026.
9.5 It was unanimously agreed that the clerk’s wages be increased on the scale from point 12 to point 13 with effect from 1st April 2026.

	

	10
	New I.T. Policy
10.1 The new I.T. Policy, based on the draft provide by DAPTC, was unanimously accepted and agreed. 
10.2 All changes have now been put in place to ensure that the parish council complies with the new item 10 in the future AGARs.

	

	11
	Defibrillators
The Chairman advised that the Parish Council did not own any but that there was one established in the Villag Hall, that was owned by the Village Hall Committee.
	

	12
	Correspondence
The Clerk informed the meeting no correspondence had been received.
	

	13
	The Chairman announced that there was no further information to report.
The meeting was informed and noted with regret that Councillors Rowland and Griffin are resigning with effect from immediately after the June meeting
	

	14
	Next Meeting
It was agreed that the next meeting would be at 7 p.m. in The Friary on Monday the 1st of June 2026.
This meeting will include the regular Full Council meeting and the Annual General meeting.
	


 
