	 
 
	Minutes of a meeting of High Stoy Parish Council Held at The Friary 
	 
	

	
	At 7:00pm on Monday 1st June 2026 
	
	

	 
	In attendance: 
Councillors — C Summerell, Chairman. P. Rowland, Deputy Chairman,
D Gordge. C Clough. P Damon. D Griffin.
Clerk - C J Cook.
Dorset Councillor - C Kippax 
Members of the Public – Brother Hugh

	 
	

	1 
	Apologies for Absence: 
There were none.

	 
	

	2 
	Registers of Interest of Parish Council Members (current meeting): 
There were no declarations of interest. 
	 
	

	3
	Public Discussion Period
Dorset Councillor Kippax reported on two matters:
1. Dorset Council is keen to support measures to attract and retain skilled and younger workers in the county. The measures already in place include the development of an industrial and commercial enterprise park. Councillor Kippax went on to inform the meeting that Dorset Council would welcome ideas as to how to provide similar opportunities in and for the more rural locations. Dorset Council is still developing its strategy on these matters. Councillor Kippax has arranged a meeting with the cabinet member for development to learn more.
2. Dorset Council is continuing to promote an “Age Friendly Dorset”. It has adopted an “Age Friendly Charter”. Much more on this will be published soon.

	
	

	4
	Minutes of last meeting: 

The Chairman proposed and it was unanimously agreed to accept the minutes as a true and fair record of the last meeting. The Chairman signed the minutes accordingly.

	

	5
	Matters arising from the last meeting, not on this agenda:

None were raised.

	

	6
	Highway Matters:

6.1 No new matters had been reported by members of the public. 
6.2 The Clerk reported that no new repairs had been completed. 
6.3 Planned road closures had always been notified to councillors as soon as the clerk became aware of them.
6.4 The clerk reported on the latest information from the Dorset Council web site:
a) 1301234 – Enquiry closed
b) Gulley opposite Brookside is now repaired
c) 1302996 – Enquiry closed
d) 1302999 – Enquiry closed

	

	7
	Footpath Matters
The clerk reported to the meeting the latest information from the Dorset Council web site:
a) MNT 67551 – No gate at this location. Other gates on the bridleway have been reported separately.
b) MNT 71038 – Gate latch adjusted with hammer.

	

	8
	Planning Matters
The clerk reported to the meeting the latest information from the Dorset Council web site:
a) WD/D/19/002710 – No dates yet set for the committee hearing or a determination date. Responses are now closed.
b) P/FUL/2025/06711 – Consent granted.
c) P/OUT/2026/00375 – Consent refused.   
	

	9
	Financial Matters
9.1 The account balance was accepted and agreed.
9.2 The items for payment were approved.
9.3 Accounts for the year to date were accepted and approved.
9.4 Annual Governance and Accountability Report for 2025-2026:
a) The annual Internal Audit Report was received and noted.
b) The Annual Governance Statement was approved.
c) The Accounting Statements were approved.
d) The Certificate of Exemption was approved.
e) The chairman and the clerk signed the Annual Governance Statement.
f) The chairman signed the Accounting Statements.
g) The clerk set the 9th of June 2026 as the commencement date for the Exercise of Public Rights.
h) The chairman and the clerk signed the Certificate of Exemption.


	

	10
	Recruitment of New Councillors
Councillors discussed the attempts made so far to recruit new councillors. It was accepted that none had yet been recruited and that more advertising and personal contacts would be tried.

	

	11
	Appointment of Peter Rowland as Honorary Councillor
The Chairman reminded the meeting of Councillor Rowland’s long term contribution to the Parish Council and his extensive local and specialist knowledge. The chairman proposed and it was unanimously agreed that Mr Rowland be an Honorary Councillor of High Stoy Parish Council.
	

	12
	Correspondence
The Clerk informed the meeting that the only correspondence had been with the Information Commissioners Office about registration. 
	

	13
	Other Information
  Some residents of Hermitage have expressed concern at the speed   
  and manner in which tractors and their trailers transit through   
  Hermitage particularly during the silage making season. Some near 
  miss incidents have occurred particularly at four blind bends along 
  the route where emergency braking tyre marks are now visible. 
  Whilst the route is on an unrestricted speed road it was suggested   
  and seconded that the Chief Constable be contacted and made 
  aware of these issues and ask if the community policeman could 
  visit when activity resumes to witness and monitor the situation.

	

	14
	Next Meeting
It was agreed that the next meeting would be at 7 p.m. in The Friary on Monday the 7th of September 2026.
	

	
	The chairman made presentations to Councillors Griffin  and Rowland on this, their final Parish Council meeting after many years invaluable service.
	



